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Janice Peacock Author artist, teacher

Janice Peacock

By Jeff Gomez

Lamorinda resident Janice
Peacock is always challenging
herself. Whether it’s master-
ing techniques in glass art,
writing a mystery series, or
picking up computer skills
thanks to COVID-19, she’s al-
ways learning something
new.

Peacock—who has a de-
gree in linguistics and has
worked on speech recogni-
tion software—grew up in
Southern California and
moved north when her hus-
band got a job in the area.
The couple moved to
Lafayette from Concord in
1993 and have been fans ever
since. “I love the fact that we
have a real downtown and a
real feeling of community
and cohesiveness,” says Pea-
cock. “It's been a really a
wonderful place to live and
I've tried to do what I could to
make it an even more awe-
some place.”

Peacock’s two main in-
terests are glass art and writ-
ing. Her love for glass art be-
gan in childhood thanks to a
collection of small glass ani-
mals. Her passion since then
has resulted in opportunities
to teach and learn all over the
world, including throughout
America and Europe. A few
years ago, however, she real-
ized she needed something
more. “The glass work is
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great, but it only exercises
one part of my brain.”

Her background in lin-
guistics and technical writing
led Peacock to try her hand at
fiction. But rather than start
with short stories, she de-
cided to plunge into the deep
end and write a novel. She
figured a good way to do this
was by participating in Na-
tional Novel Writing Month,
an annual event where peo-
ple are encouraged to write a
50,000-word book in only
four weeks. She got off to a
great start but, after checking
in with a fellow writer, dis-
covered she’d jumped the
gun: the event takes place in
November, but Peacock had
started in October. Un-
daunted, she finished that
first novel and spent the fol-
lowing month writing a sec-
ond. Since then, she’s pub-
lished a book a year.

Peacock’s specialty is
cozy mysteries, a type of
crime fiction featuring ama-
teur sleuths where the focus
is on solving a mystery rather
than grisly details of murder
and death. After penning four
books as part of her Glass
Bead mystery series, last year
she introduced a new hero-
ine—Ruby Shaw—in her lat-
est book, “Aloe and Goodbye.”

The idea sprang from a
premise Peacock had been
carrying around for a long
time. “I kept thinking about
what it would be like if you

were an artist, but you could
no longer make art.” The
story takes place in the fic-
tional hillside town of Par-
adise, Arizona — a location
loosely based on Jerome, Ari-
zona, a place she discovered
when she was doing a resi-
dency at a glassblowing stu-
dio in nearby Sedona.

“It would be easier for
me just to do writing or just
to do glass,” says Peacock,
“but I love doing both and I'm
passionate about both.”

This past year, writing
took a backseat to teaching
micromosaics, a form of glass
art that goes back hundreds
of years. After the Coron-
avirus scuttled plans to teach
at studios throughout the
country, Janice pivoted to
conducting Zoom classes on-
line. Her three-hour classes
require no experience and
have proven popular with
students all over the world.

Now that restrictions
around COVID-19 are begin-
ning to ease, Janice says the
thing she’s looking forward to
most is traveling. “I would
love to go somewhere tropi-
cal. I really love the ocean
and would like to see a sea
turtle. I've seen many a sea
turtle, but I'd like to see an-
other.” Whether that future
trip will inspire either pieces
of glass art or a new mystery
series, only time will tell.

Learn more about Janice
Peacock at
janicepeacock.com
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]anlce Peacock’s latest book
“Aloe and Goodbye”

Gold Coast Chamber
Players return to the
stage in September

Submitted by Pamela
Freund-Striplen

Named Best Concert Series of
the East Bay in 2021 by Diablo
Magazine, the Gold Coast
Chamber Players return to the
stage on Sept. 18 with a series
of five concerts. Each perfor-
mance is held at the Don
Tatzin Community Hall at the
Lafayette Library, 3491 Mt. Di-
ablo Blvd. in Lafayette. Con-
certs begin at 7:30 p.m. with a
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pre-concert talk at 7 p.m. Tick-
ets include an option to watch
the performances virtually.
“Spheres of Influence” on
Sept. 18 kicks off the season
with a colorful program of
music by Debussy, Ravel,
Shinji Eshima, and Ching-chu
Hu for strings. San Francisco
Symphony members Principal
Second Violin Dan Carlson,
Assistant Principal cellist
Amos Yang and bassist Charles
Chandler are joined by violin-
ist ... continued on Page B3
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RUCKRIDGE FURNITURE & DESIGN

Make an appointmen;c
925-283-8933 or

sales@antiguadoors.com antiguadoors.com
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When | say “good,”
you say “neighbor.”

Mike Rosa
Agent
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Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm’

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL
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All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

% CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION *

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plxcmg fornfurd, SERnQ up kiichen. sogasiiag Chetdls. capbodids dnd drawers

Insured, Bonded, and Green

Nominated by SCORE 925.330.1988
for Qutstanding heflp@carefreemoves.net
Woman-Owned Small Business v carefreamaves. net
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3048 CLAREMONT AVENUE BERKELEY 510-652-5753



